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1  � From line 14 to line 27, pick out the words that 
show that Hesse is stressed. Do you think it is 
more efficient to show or tell how a character  
is feeling?

2  � List two quotes that show how the adults in the 
room react to Hesse. How do these reactions 
influence the atmosphere of the scene?

3  � Focus on the way Hesse finally speaks in public. 
What words or expressions show that his speech 
is emotional and personal? What does this 
suggest about his motivation?

4  � Compare Ruby’s and Hesse’s attitudes.  
Who seems more confident and why?  
Use one quote for each character.

5  � Do you think speaking up like Hesse is an 
effective way to make things change? Why or why 
not? Can you think of a moment when someone 
your age inspired others to act? Describe what 
happened. (150 words)
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